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Citizen science clam survey form
Please fill out the following google form to help us understand clam populations throughout the state of Alaska.
Google Form
1. Location
2. Time
3. Date
4. Is it high or low tide?
5. What species did you find?
6. How many of each species did you find?
7. Upload any photos taken
8. How does this clamming season compare to previous years (number or size of clams found)?
9. How often per season do you go clamming here?
10. How long have you or your family been coming here to clam?
11. Do you clam for recreation or subsistence?
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Antalis pretiosum ~ Indian tuskshell or Dentalia

‘These unusual mollusks are exclusively subtidal. The shells are often
en in Tlingit, Tsimshian, and Haida beadwork and regalia.
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Astarte elliptica - Elliptical astarte

A common subtidal species characterized by a brown periostracum and
massive concentric (growth) lines separated by deep grooves.
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Astarte esquimalti~ Wavy line astarte

Another common sublidal species, this species is similar to the elliptical
tarte but has finer concentric lines that curve down in the center region.
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Axinospida serricata - Tiny sulfer miner
Tiny, under 1 cm (0.4") clams that may mine sulfer to feed internal
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Bankia setacea — Shipworm
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Chiamys hastata - Spiny pink scallop
Similar to C. rubida, the tiny spines on the species
Usually subtidal, although juveniles may b intertidal.
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Chlamys rubida - Smooth pink scallop
More rounded shape and smooth ribs distinguish this species from
Chlamys hastata. Common subtidal species.
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This unusual scallop permanently attaches to the substrat
irregular shape. Lowest intertidal on the outer coast.
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Crassostrea gigas - Pacific oyster
While not native to Alaska, this import from Asia is a fairly important
farmed species in some areas. Purple markings are distinct.
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Cryptomya californica - California smoothshell clam

This small (<3 cm) clam is found most often in the burrow lining of
mudshrimps or other burrowing invertebrates.
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Ennucula tenuis - Little nut clam

Another sublidal species, this ciam is about the same size and shape as a
cherry pit, but with an iridescent yellow-brown exterior. May be common.
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Entodesma navicula - Northwest ugly clam
Commonin low intertidal rocky areas. The thick periostracum wil contract
when dried, causing the shellto catastrophically shatter.
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Gari californica - California sunset clam
The oval valves of this species are sometimes common in the driftline, but
living clams are rarely encountered. Shell shape with pink rays distinct.
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Hiatella arctica - Nestling clam
inte
The red-tipped siph
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Humilaria kennerleyi — Kennerley's venus
Very similar to a butterclam, the shell of this species s extremely thick
and has very strong concentric growth lines. Inner lip with fine teeth.
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Lyonsia californica - California lyonsia
jth thin di
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Macoma baithica -Baltic macoma
Abundant throughout the northern hemisphere. Small species (< 2 cm),
shell often pink but sometim Tolerant of fresh water.
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Macoma inquinata - Stained macoma
Similar to M. nasuata, but lacks bend on posterior portion of shell. Shell
often rust stained. Abundant species.
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Macoma nasuta - Bent-nosed macoma
Posterior of shell distinctly bent in profile. Abundant species. Like many
macomas, often buried deep in anoxic (black) mud.
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Mactromeris polynyma - Pink-necked clam
Common in some regions, large flattened shells are distinct. Siphons with
pink or red tips. Juveniles with yellow periostracum
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Modiolus modiolus - Northern horse mussel
‘Sometimes low intertidal, forms dense subtidal beds. Color and shape
help separate from Mytilus.
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Musculus discors - Discordant mussel
Look for this musselin kelp holdfasts washed ashore where it often occurs
in groups. The yellow periostracum is distincive.
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Musculus niger - Black mussel
s on outside of shell. Makes

Common name due to black patina that forms
‘nest’ of byssal threads. Common species in the shallow subtidal.
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Mya arenaria - Soft-shelled clam
Posterior end more pointed, not flatened as in M. truncata. Locally
Soinon i aang and i ey burow ek
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Mya truncata - Truncate soft-shelled clam
The most common soft-shelled clam in our area. Sometimes found dead
with siphon skin attached to shell
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Mytilus californianus - California mussel
This huge mussel commonly reaches 20 cm (8") or more. Usually found
on rocks with heavy surf. Longitudinal ribs on shell are distinct.
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Mytilus trossulus - Blue mussel

Abundant mid-high intertidal species, forms distinct zone. Accumulates
PSP from plankton, considered unsafe to eat in Southeastern Alaska
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Nuculana pernula — Common nut clam
many in th ubtidal zone. A common food for
many flatfish and found in their stomachs. Abundant in dredgings.
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Pandora bilirata - Two ridged pandora
ly subtidal, thi ive has two distinct ridg
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The largest burrowing
intertidal, common
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Parvamussium alaskense - Alaska glass scallop
A subtidal scallop, this species is frequently found in the stomachs
flatfish. Only scallop with lower valve smooth with raised ribs on inside.
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Patinopecten caurinus - Weathervane scallop
Avery large (>15 cm or 6" diameter) scallop usually found in the subtidal.
Important commercially harvested species in Alaska.
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Protothaca staminea - Steamer or
The equally-sized concentric and radial ines identify this
juveniles of Saxidomus.
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Saxidomus giganteus — Butter clam
Abundant species. Accumulates and stores PSP, o not recommended for
harvesting in our region. Only fine concentric lines.
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Semele rubropicta - Rose painted clam
Another species rarely seen alive but common as empty valves. Found in
the same areas as Gari californica (left), the valves are much rounder




image43.JPG
Serripes groenlandica - Greenland smooth cockle
Juveniles are brightly colored, but adults become dull gray and lose the
tent-markings. Rarely intertidal.
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Serripes laperousi ~ Broad smooth cockle
Greenland smooth cockle, the shell elongat
um. Interior of shell pale yell
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Siliqua patula - Pacific razor clam
Found only on outer coast high-energy sandy beaches. A much sought-
after food item, these clams are famous for their digging speed.
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Tresus capax - Fat Horseclam
drift. Brown, rough
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Turtonia minuta - Minute venus clam





image48.JPG
Yoldia hyperborea ~ Northern yoldia
Rarely intertidal, although shells was up on beach. Commonly found in
shallow mud dredgings. Many other Yoldia species present.
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Zirfaea pilbryi - Rough piddock
off-white
todigo
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Acila castrensis - Tent nut shell
interior and tent-like radial grooves on exterior are distinct.
mmon shallow subtidal species found in dredgings.
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Angulus carpenteri - Carpenter's tellin
rpenter's telin has faint pink radial
w background. Shell usually under 2 cm in
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Angulus modesta - Plain tellin
The small (<2 cm) shells of this species are frequently found in dift
ssy white and partially transparent.
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