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Key Points Summary: IPBES (2019) Summary for Policymakers, Pages 10–20
This document summarizes the key findings from pages 10–20 of the IPBES (2019) Summary for Policymakers of the Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (Díaz et al., 2019). The page-specific citations refer to the IPBES report, DOI:10.5281/zenodo.3553579.
Decline in Nature’s Contributions
Across more than 2,000 studies, 14 of 18 categories of nature’s contributions to people have declined since about 1970, including pollination, climate regulation, and water quality. (IPBES, 2019, p. 10–11).
Unequal Access and Impacts
Different social groups experience unequal access to nature’s benefits and are affected differently by their decline (IPBES, 2019, p. 11).
Irreplaceable Contributions
Some ecosystem services cannot be fully replaced by human-made substitutes, such as water purification and coastal protection (IPBES, 2019, p. 12).
Ecosystem Decline
Human activities dominate the biosphere. About 23% of terrestrial land shows degraded productivity; wetlands have shrunk to ~13% of their 1700 extent; live coral cover has nearly halved in 150 years (IPBES, 2019, p. 12–14).
Species Extinction Risk
Species extinction rates are tens to hundreds of times higher than background rates. Over 1 million species face extinction risk, including over 40% of amphibians and a third of reef-building corals (IPBES, 2019, p. 14–15).
Drivers of Change
Main direct drivers (global impact order): land- and sea-use change, direct exploitation of organisms, climate change, pollution, and invasive species. Indirect drivers include demographic, economic, technological, and cultural factors (IPBES, 2019, p. 15–18).
Role of Indigenous and Local Communities
Indigenous-managed lands harbor high biodiversity and show slower decline, but face threats from reduced access and external pressures (IPBES, 2019, p. 18–20).
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Key Points Summary: IPBES (2019) Summary for Policymakers, Pages 20–47
This document summarizes the key findings from pages 20–47 of the IPBES (2019) Summary for Policymakers of the Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (Díaz et al., 2019). Page numbers refer to the IPBES report, DOI:10.5281/zenodo.3553579.
Failure of Current Trajectories to Meet Goals
Current trends will not achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets or most Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Incremental changes are insufficient (IPBES, 2019, p. 20–22).
Social Inequalities & Disproportionate Impacts
Biodiversity decline impacts are uneven, with vulnerable and Indigenous communities experiencing disproportionate effects (IPBES, 2019, p. 22–24).
Need for Transformative Change
System-wide reorganization across technological, economic, and social factors is required. Incremental reform cannot address the scale of biodiversity loss (IPBES, 2019, p. 24–27).
Pathways & Policy Levers
Options include expanding protected areas, restoring ecosystems, reforming subsidies, and integrating biodiversity considerations across sectors (IPBES, 2019, p. 27–31).
Role of Indigenous and Local Knowledge
Recognition of Indigenous land rights, traditional knowledge, and participatory governance improves conservation outcomes (IPBES, 2019, p. 31–34).
Examples of Success
Case studies highlight effective community-based management, sustainable agriculture, and local governance as pathways to halt biodiversity loss (IPBES, 2019, p. 34–37).
Barriers and Trade-offs
Major obstacles include vested interests, weak institutions, and short-term economic priorities. Trade-offs exist between land uses such as agriculture and conservation (IPBES, 2019, p. 37–41).
Urgency and Irreversibility
Delays in action will increase costs and risks of irreversible losses, including species extinctions and genetic diversity erosion (IPBES, 2019, p. 41–43).
Multiple Knowledge Systems & Values
Successful strategies incorporate scientific, Indigenous, and local knowledge, and embrace intrinsic and cultural values of nature (IPBES, 2019, p. 43–47).
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