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Seiners in Southeast Alaska rescue an

unlikely hard- shelled visitor K Radio: Listen to KSKA Live

By Maria Dudzak, KRBD - Ketchikan - August 10, 2020
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Fisherman Ben Dolph and the green sea turtle he rescued befors it could get tangle in 2 net (Photo credit Jes Boyd)

A fishing crew near Prince of Wales Island recently made an unusual catch: a sea turtle.
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== My Maps

AUGUST 24, 2015

Leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea) Sighted

Leatherback turtle. Photo USFWS

S

Southeast Region, Alaska, United States

Q@ N 55° 49° 9.925" W 133° 45' 5.438"
Q Nearby

‘ Naomi Bargmann
A salmon troller saw a leatherback turtle in the summer of 2015.

Observation: | spoke with a salmon troller who saw a leatherback turtle (Dermochelys
coriacea) in the summer of 2015. He recently gave me the date of the sighting and the
coordinates. Leatherback turtles are known to be in this area, but it is a rare sighting.

Resource:

Alaska Department of Fish & Game - "Feeding Ecology - Leatherback sea turtles
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Natural Environment

What aspects of the natural environment are relevant to this post? Choose all that apply.
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Impact on Human Environment

How has the human environment been impacted by the event described in this post?
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Winter 2019-20
Alaska Weather & Climate Highlights

Utgiagvik Feb average .
temperature -26.1°F, coldest

month since Feb 1984 .
Nuiqgsut Feb 7th

wind chill -82F
. Fairbanks average
Kotzebue Dec, Jan & Feb Dec-Feb temp -10.9F,
Sea Ice February Bering Sea average temp all below coldest in 21 years
ice extent 100% of average normal, first time 3 straight
months below normal
since 2012

Anchorage Feb 18t 0.88”
precip, 2" highest Feb Juneau 5th wettest
daily total February 7.78”

& !
Kodiak low temp ‘1

Bethel average Dec-Feb
temp +2.5F, coldest
since 1998-99 ‘

Jan 7t -1F, first Petersburg 40” precip,
Cold Bay 54F Feb 29, below zero since wettest winter since 2606-07
all-time Feb record high Jan 2012

i

Data sources: NOAA/NCEI & NWS preliminary and subject to change

Courtesy Rick Thoman - ACCAP
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<+ My Maps

DECEMBER 3, 2018

Ice Fog (Low Visibility) =
Cancelled Flights

AT T

' Unalakleet, Alaska, United States
3 “ Q N 63°52' 23.016" W 160° 47" 17.016"

hé: Q Nearby
%4 John Henry
i@l Richard L Thoman Jr

Open water over the ocean creates conditions that lead to hoar frost
and rime ice. These conditions impact travel and are expected to
become more common as ice forms later in Norton Sound.

Observation by John Henry:
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JANUARY 22, 2020

Numerous Dead Mottled Sea

Kim Wickman

e,
Fort Wrangel, Alaska, United States

Q@ N 56° 27' 9.325" W 132° 23' 0.696"
Q Nearby

o .. s
E; Kim Wickman
- Melissa Miner

Roughly 60 dead starfish were scattered on a stretch of beach about
1/4-mile long, showing potential signs of sea star wasting disease.

Observation by Kim Wickman:



Alaska 07 o

@
o

Q | View Options~ @

BETHEL

" 1-160f 16

Sea Star Wasting Disease

No Sea Stars on Bishop's Beach

o

“%ETCHIKA

UNALASKA

Sea star populations in Kachemak Bay annihilated by
wasting disease

Mottled Sea Star (Evasterias troscheli) Die-off
Juneau
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<+ My Maps

JANUARY 30, 2020

Overflow Flood Waters
Threaten House and Road

Flooding near home
Newhalen Tribal Council

Newhalen, Alaska

Q@ N 59° 42' 9.728" W 154° 53' 43.993"
Q Nearby

Savannah Anelon

i Sonny Lamont
il Edward "Ted" Smith

A hole cut in the ice has produced a lot of overflow, and flooding is
now threatening homes and a state-managed road

Observation by Sonny Lamont:



Spring 2020
Alaska Weather & Climate Highlights
o

Utgiagvik Apr 29 temp -20F,
latest on record & 15t record
low since Dec 2007

Fairbanks March-April

st
Nome 1t warmest ocpn 500% normal

May 45.7F Yukon River average
) l (to early break-up
Upper Kusko/Alaska
Range April very high
Sea Ice March-May Bering snowpack Mat-Su Heavy
Sea ice extent 77% of average snow early Mar Haines spring pepn
Bethel 2" warmest 33% "O;bma|
alll
May 48.5F @ w

King Salmon 61F

Apr 15 earliest on 1', -
record ' ALK
f ) Kodiak driest Juneau Water spout over
¥ spring since 1972 Gastineau Channel Mar 26

Unalaska spring
pcpn 39% normal

Data sources: NOAA/NCEI & NWS preliminary and subject to change

Courtesy Rick Thoman - ACCAP
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<+ My Maps

MAY 12, 2020

Nunapitchuk Flood Worst In

Pl > el
» - b

e «05/08/202013:53

', a Nunapitchuk, Alaska, United States

Q@ N 60° 53' 48.984" W 162° 27" 33.984"
M‘é}. B Q Nearby

While many communities along the Kuskokwim River escaped majoer flooding, one
small village is still seeing high water.

Read On ) KYUK &

Or franslated into v >

View a screenshot of the article (5
Author: Krysti Shallenberger, Alaska's Energy Desk
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== My Maps

MAY 30, 2020

Pollen Tornado

O

A polien twister
Patricia Yaska

" aChuathbaluk Alaska. United States

Q N 61°34' 18.984" W 159° 14' 42"

m_ Q Nearby
KR Patricia Yaska

gl Mike Brubaker

Warm temperatures are causing birch buds to burst, sending large
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Dolphin Sighting
(Lagenorhynchus
obliquidens)

| Q N 53°54' 7.608" W 166° 30" 4.449"
B Q Nearby

‘ Julieanne Renee Berikoff gz

B Asia Beder
Bl Melissa Good

Unusually active marine mammais seen near Unalaska may actually
be Pacific white-sided dolphins.

Observation by Julieanne Renee Berikoff:

A local called the environmental depariment at the Tribe early in the afternoon
fo notify us that there was unusual behavior from porpoises in Unalaska Bay.
As we drove out to the landfill, there was a herd of porpoises continuously

jumping. In addition, their whole bodies were jumping out of the water, which



Summer 2020
Alaska Weather &@Climate Highlights

o\

Utqgiagvik summer
rainfall lowest since 2007,
53% average

Wildfire statewide 181,200 acres
burned for season, lowest since 2008

]

Fairbanks 19 days with
r thunder, ties 1988 for most
in any summer

Sea Ice June-August Chukchi
Sea ice extent 78% of average

Kotzebue summer
rainfall lowest since
1977, 50% average

McKinley River 5.35” rain 24-hours ‘1

August 1-2, highest on record in Interior Anchorage August 9 thunderstorm

gave 0.61” rain in one hour, highest
1-hour rainfall on record

Cape Newenham ?‘ i\uneaud68 Jun:hto _

August 30 record low UgltJSt ays with rain,

pressure, of 28.40”, in . most ever ¢
Kodiak average

Alaska for August
8 C’., temperature 58.8F, 4th
warmest July

) Sitka 88F July 31% tied ?
:

all-time record high

Unalaska August 30 Ketchikan June-August
A ACCAP wind gusts to 120 mph rainfall 47.28”, highest
K& ). on record
s d il R — €y Data sources: NOAA/NCEI & NWS preliminary and subject to change

Courtesy Rick Thoman - ACCAP
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AUGUST 2, 2020

Muskox (Ovibos moschatus)

Patricia Yaska

|

'., aNapaimute, Alaska, United States

' Q N61°27' 42.998" W 158° 38' 21.001"

BE/_ | Q Nearby
ﬂ Patricia Yaska

This is the second sighting of muskox in the Middle Kuskokwim,
which is outside their known range.

Observation by Patricia Yaska:



MUusSK oXen I A ‘ Advancea oearchn

4 " Alaska musk oxen found frozen in ice
azz Mar 2011
Shishmaref, Alaska, United States

I Anchorage Daily News

M With musk oxen attacks seemingly on rise, one

Nome pet owner calls for more action

10 Nov 2017
Nome, Alaska, United States

@ Alaska Public Media

fin the Alaska Arctic, more rain may mean fewer

musk oxen

'19 Jan 2018
Wrangel Island

I Anchorage Daily News

o Musk-ox (Ovibos moschatus) Far Inland

= 3 Jun 2017
Chuathbaluk, Alaska, United States

@ LEO Network

Snowmachiner watches wild dogs take down

musk ox in Western Alaska

22 Mar 2019
Toksook Bay, Alaska, United States

W Anchorage Daily News

Muskox (Ovibos moschatus) in Napaimute
2 Aun 2000

Muskox (Ovibos moschatu
in Napaimute

2 Aug 2020

Napaimute, Alaska, United States
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JUNE 24, 2020

Washed-up Stellar Sea Lion
(Eumetopias jubatus) on
Front Beach

Dead female Steller sea lion
Julieanne Renee Berikoff

"Unalaska Alaska, United States

| Q N 53°52'28.496" W 166° 31' 14.745"
B Q. Nearby

$e
§ h

48 Julieanne Renee Berikoff
i Melissa Good

Barbara Mahoney

@ Gay sheffield

Female Stellar sea lion found dead on the beach, partially scavenged
by eagles. There was no sign of any bullet holes. In addition, there
wasn't any other evidence of what happened to the sea lion.







Map of 2019 ice seal strandings in the Bering and Chukchi seas, February 12 through September 4, 2019.
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Multi-headed Fireweed
(Chamerion angustifolium)

| Q ~ {, F \ Vo, S i

Holly Dean

"\Ester, Alaska, United States

Q N 64° 49’ 2 464" W 148° 3' 0.269"

é; Q Nearby
Holly Dean
. Matt Carison

Browsing moose may have damaged the primary flowering shoot of
the fireweed, causing it to form multiple blooming stalks.




+ My Maps

JUNE 16, 2020

Yellow-tinted Water around

Nome ldentified As Spruce
Pollen

>

559
*5 b

Water samples
Gay Sheffield

Nome, Alaska, United States

’ 'ﬂo N 64° 30" 3.996" W 165° 24' 23.004"

Q Nearby

ﬂ Gay Sheffield

. Dean Stockwell






Autumn 2020

Alaska Weather & Climate Highlights
©

Utgiagvik tied for 3" warmest
November, 15.3F above normal

Sea Ice autumn Chukchi Sea Wiseman September
loe exdertt 33% of. avetage ‘ rainfall 189% of normal
Nome 5t warmest
autumn, 5.0F above Fairbanks autumn
normal ’ snowfall 33.5”, 2" highest
since 1996

Anchorage winter snowpack  Yakutatautumn

Bethel Kuskokwim River ©n November 8, earlier than precipitation 34% below
partial melt mid- most recent years normal
November B
Kodiak drought ending Haines Hwy November

rain late September snowfall 70”

Cold Bay 1t freeze Ketchikan 5t wettest ¢
September 4th, second November 30.05” rain
earliest on record

ACCAP " F Data sources: NOAA/NCEI & NWS preliminary and subject to change

stny
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OCTOBER 26, 2020

Extreme rain brings flurry of
landslides

Tl T Ve

Courtesy of Shannon Yates

Prince of Wales Island, Alaska

Q N 55°30' 2.299" W 133° 7' 56.367"

gl Q Nearby

Shannon Yates

Large amounts of precipitation triggered landslides across Prince of
Wales Island, blocking roads and damaging at least one bridge.

Observation by Shannon Yates:
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WEATHER
ICE AND SNOW

EXTREME PRECIPITATION

5 NOVEMBER 2020 /@ Chilkat Valley News / Chilkat Valley News

Blizzard sets daily snowfall record

a Haines, Alaska, United States

Q N 59° 14' 9.42" W 135° 26' 43.188"
Q Nearby

Last weekend's blizzard caused the Haines Borough School District to close |
16 inches of snow fell in less than 24 hours--a record high for daily snowfall at

National Weather Service data.

Read On @ Chilkat Valley News (English) (8

Or translated into v >

View a screenshot of the article G

See Also
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\VALANCHE

2 DECEMBER 2020 / Anchorage Daily News / James Brooks

6 reported missing in Haines after record
rainfall causes flooding, landslides across

Southeast Alaska
il

Haines, Alaska, United States

Q@ N 59°14' 9.42" W 135° 26' 43.188"
Q Nearby

Nearly 12 inches of rain fell on the town of Pelican in 48 hours, and all-time records were
set in Juneau, Skagway, Haines, Petersburg and Ketchikan. The City of Haines is

sending alerts about the immediate danger of landslides.

Read On [l§ Anchorage Daily News (English) (&

Or translated into v >

View a screenshot of the article G

See Also
Q View on Map

Heavy rains in Yukon and northern B.C. cause
mudslides, highway closures
CBC

Haines Junction, Yukon, Canada
AUG 19, 2020
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SEPTEMBER 17,2020

Chilkat sockeye, coho, chum
runs appear low compared to
past years

sockeye
en.m.wikipedia.org

L 1

e Haines, Alaska, United States

Q N 59° 14' 9.42" W 135° 26' 43.188"
Q Nearby

So far, the department has counted just under 37,000 fish at the Chilkat weir, well
below the 10-year average of 80,000 fish. Zeiser said at this point in the season, it's
doubtful the run will hit the escapement range of 70,000 to 150,000 fish.

Read On @ Chilkat Valley News (&

Or translated into v >



Take Home

Strong signals for early winter included extreme temperatures (both warm
and cold), marineinvertebrate die-offs, and flooding in western and central
Alaska.

Strong signals in the Spring included extremely warm temperaturesin the
west, dry conditions in the south and rapid thawing leading to flooding and
extreme pollen events.

In Summer, the posts were dominated by wildliferelated events including
unusual species sightings and unusual range sightings, marine mammal
strandings, and a flurry of posts about unusual plant conditions.

In Fall, strongsignals included harvest failures for salmon, numerous and
persistent community-bear conflicts and extreme precipitation events.



ALASKA NATIVE
LEO TRIBAL HEALTH
nerwoRte - CONSORTIUM

www.leonetwork.org



Erica Lujan, LEO Network Coordinator

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium




ATCEM
Environmental
Survey

-What is happening?

-What are we doing?

-What resources do =
we need to be i

successful?



Infrastructure Damage

Photo Credit: Tanya
Ballot - Selawik




Change in Household Water Service

-

N







Pollution Events







ATCEM
Environmental
Survey

-What is happening?
-What are we doing?
-What resources do

we nheed to be
successful?



Survey Respondents

* 131 total responses

Southcentral
* 25 respondents from Southcentral Service Area
* 1 from Chugachmiut

North Slope/Northwest Arctic

* 1 from Arctic Slope Native Association

* 16 from Norton Sound Health Corporation
* 4, from Maniilag

Southeast
* 13 from Southeast Alaska Regional Health Corporation
* 1 from Metlakatla Indian Community

Southwest

* 15 from Bristol Bay Area Health

* 35 from Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation
* 4 from Kodiak Area Native Association

* 3 from Eastern Aleutian Tribes

Interior

e 1 Mt. Sanford Tribal Consortium

* g fromTanana Chief's Conference

* 1 from Copper River Native Association

* 2 from the Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments



