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Since 2015, I have coordinated the FWSô response to unusual seabird 

mortality events in Alaska. Documenting the duration, geographic 

extent, and magnitude of seabird die-offs across Alaskaôs expansive 

coastline is impossible! Thanks to collaboration with the Coastal 

Observation And Seabird Survey Team (COASST), partner agencies, 

and community members in far-flung parts of Alaska, FWS has access 

to real-time, high quality and scientifically robust data on seabird die-

offs across the North Pacific. The next decades will be critical in how 

coastal species and communities in Alaska adapt  to a fast-changing 

environment. Rigorous citizen science programs, exemplified by 

COASST, provide crucial training and information that is otherwise 

unavailable.
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Seabird Life History Traits
ÅColonial (up to a few million)

ÅDelayed maturation (breed at 5-10 years 
old)

ÅLong-lived (e.g., 60+ year old albatross)

ÅSmall clutch sizes (one egg common)

ÅSlow chick development (up to 60 days) 

ÅForage great distances (up to 1500 km)

ÅLow reproductive potential 

Seabirds live 
longer, breed 
later, and have 
fewer young than 
other birds



Seabird in Alaska
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Å ~75% of U.S. seabirds 
nest in Alaska 

Å ~ 150 million seabirds in 
Alaska

Å ~ 38 species that nest in 
Alaska

Å ~ 1300 colonies in Alaska 
with several sites have 
over 1 million birds !!
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üIndicators of 

ecosystem health

üDepend on ocean for 

food 

üSpend most of their 

life on ocean

üEasy to see and 

monitor at breeding 

sites

How can seabirds tell us 

about changing ocean 

conditions? 


